A Declaration of His Highneſs, inviting the people of 
England. and Wales to.a day of-Solemn Faſting and Humiliation, | 


Hat 'We all in theſe:Nations have more then ordinary caufe to liumble Our ſelves, and-to lay Our mourhes-in the duſt in 
| Faſting .and-Prayer betore the Lord at chis time will undoubredly be agreed by all, 
- Amongſt many others let theſe following motives induce Us to be-very ſolema and ſerious in this. Duty. 
| F TJ. We: having made Peace with all Qur Neighbour Nations, and upon righteous grounds deeply engaged:in a War with 
g : the Spaniard, with whom We had no peace, but where he pleaſed, and trom whom we could obtain none tor the turnre with- 
* --out ſubjeRing he Lives, Liberties and Eſtates of che People of theſe Nations trading thither, to the bloody Inquiſition and other Papall 
- . determinations, -nor unlets we would quit Our claims of ſatisfaction for multiplied injuries done Us in -thedding the innocent blood: bf 
. this people, and expulling them ont of divers Iflands , of which they were juſtly poſſeſſed, as is more at large expreſſed-in the lace De- + 
| , claration, holding torch 'the grounds and reafons of Our undertaking againſt them. The Lord hath been pleaſed in a wonder- -- 
| - full manner co humble and rebuke Us, in that expedition to the Weſt, Indies , which although we apprehend was not -in favour of the E- 
—_—_ AE gives Us juſt reaſon to fear , that We may have either failed in the ſpirit and manner wherewith this bufine(s hath been-under- 
\ taken, or that the Lord ſees ſome abomination, or accuried thing by which he-is provoked thus to appear againſt Us... __ 
II. Thar whileft che Lord has chus abaled Us ( inſtead of humbling Our ſelves under the mighty hand of -God, and-each man ſearching 
| and repenting of the plague and evil of his own heart , and mourning for ſo great an afflition upon-the whole Land , and more prin- 
-. . Elpally on the intereſt and profefhon of the Goſpel in all the world) ſome moſt annaturally rejoice, others are apt haſtily ro apply accor- 
. ding to their fancies; being too forward to give a reaſon of the Judgements of God, which are ſo great a deep, aad particularly to aflign 
- the reaſon of thisſharp diſpenſation, not conſidering that the Lord may for _ as well as injudgement, exerciſe the faith of his hows 
. + Others imputing the caule onely to the evil of the Majeſtrate, who profeſs ( it there were no other provocation ) even for their own - 
ins juſtly. co have incurred all this, and much more, and hope they can in ſome' meaſure deſire to redeem the loſs ſuſtained by this heavy 
; Kroke,. with their lives, defiring nothing more than a conviction fromthe Lord. And have appointed this day of Humiliation , that the 


| Majeſtrate, together with all ſuch as fear the Lord, may deal impartially with their owa ſouls, before the Lord, in a:marter of ſo great 


- CONCETDIMENT, 
TIE. Thar the People of. God continue till in their animoficies, and improve nor ſuch ſtrokes unto Loveand Union, whileſt by the ad-" 
vantage thereof, the common Enemy, both at home and abroad, take encouragement to hope , that the time haſtnerh whereia they ſhall 
{wallow Us up; but inſtead thereof, ſome of the ſame faith in all things neceflary to ſalvation, upon private thoughts of their own, hold 
up {till a quarrel with, and oppoficion to their Brethren, about Chriſts Kingdom, or rather their own underſtanding of the time, and” 
manner of it, We mean thoſe of them , who will not give way that others wait npon the Spirit of God for light in this matter, Others 
: Nill differing about forms, even to the breach of che Royal Law. Others repining at the preſent begun Reformation, choughhaving much Þ 
|  - tendency to good, both as tothe comfort and ſecurity of the Godly, and diſcountenance of wicked men, and wickedneſs ; wherein through 
God it hath had ſome ſmall efte&t, andalſo ( which is moſt (ad)even becauſe it hath had the ſucceſs to unite more good men upon the * 
old principles of Love and truth then any expedient the providence of God hath brought forth ſince theſe troubles. | | 
I V. That ſtill we murmur and are unquiet, uathankful to the Loxd, weary of our Peace, making it a light thing to run again into-blood _ 
'We deſpiſe Magiſtracy, and are become weary of the preaching of the Goſpel, and other Ordinances of Chriſt, : 
V.. Oathes, pcophanneſs, unmercitullneſs, oppreſſion, coveroulſneſs , and ſeeking great things in ſuch ſhaking times, net mourning 
. when the Lord calls toit, nor being ſenſible of our condicion. 
Theſe and many more are juſt cauſes and provocations to us to mourn, eſpecially taking in this aggravation that the Lord hath done tor 
-us, yea even for his people here, above what he hath done for any people. 
VI. Adde to theſe the condition of the Proteſtant Churches abroad, the members whereof have very lately been maſſacred in Piedmont 
-- Without ſparing age or ſex, are bleeding in Switzerland, divers there having been pur to death for no fault, but being Proteſtants; the de- 
fignes upon the whole Intereft by the Popiſh party almoſt in all places of Exrope, and the grounds of their quarret and perſecution for Reli- 
gion, more clear and avowed then in many years before, ; S 
* VIE Andlaſtly, That the Lord would pardon the iniquities both of Magiſtrate and people in theſe Lands, wherein the Magiſtrate des 
fires firſt to cake ſhame co himſelf and find out his proyocation, as well as ly it upon others, and+hat the Lord would pardon our iniqut- 3 
ties and convert us unto himſelf, and bleſs our poor friends in che 7dres, and go out with our Fleets, and proſper our undertakings as for- 
metly by his own bleſſed preſence, and unite us in love, cauſing mercy and truth to meet together, and righteouſnels and peace to kiſs each 
other, and thereby exalt his own great name, wake our Land glorious and bleſs his cauſe and people 1n all the world, and haſten che time 
of the pulling down of Antichriſt, and expelling our of theſe Lands the unclean Spirir, Is this day-of ſolema bumiliation and prayer ap- 
pointed to be upon; Friday the 28. of March 1656. I 36 
CGrvenat Whitehall this 13. of March 1655. 
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